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Dear Parents and Carers,

As we reach the end of Spring Half Term 1, we want to extend a huge thank you for your continued support and for
ensuring such wonderful attendance from your children. It has been a fantastic term of learning, filled with exciting
activities and engagement across all areas of the curriculum.

(!

Our themes of “"Traditional Tales”, "Long, Long ago” and “"Through the Decades" learning theme has been a great suc-
cess, sparking curiosity and enthusiasm in our students. We have seen amazing learning in (to hame but a few!):

Mathematics - students exploring the concept of more or less with great enthusiasm.

Music Lessons - students have had the chance to play instruments together, develop their listening and attention skills,
use communication devices and developing their musical skills.

Swimming - it has been wonderful fo see students gaining more confidence in the water.

RE Lessons - learning about Ramadan and experiencing a sensory story about Jesus has been engaging and meaningful.

The participation and engagement from students have been outstanding, and we are so proud of their achievements!

Looking Ahead: International Week - Mon 3rd March—7th March 2025

Next week, we are excited to celebrate International Week! This is a fantastic opportunity for students to learn about
different cultures, new places, and each other's traditions. We warmly invite parents and carers to join us at the times
below to celebrate together with your child and their class.

In the Upper school parents are invited for the following dates to celebrate International week learning with students:
Keller - Thursday 27th February at 10.30 am

Dalzell - Thursday 27th February at 2 pm

Wonder - Tuesday 4th March at 10.45 am

Simmonds - Wednesday 5th March at 9.30 am

Hawking - Wednesday 5th March at 10.45 am

Christy - Wednesday 5th March at 2 pm

In the Middle school during International Week, students will be working together to create a large canvas piece of artwork that reflects their
chosen country. Parents/carers are invited for the following dates to celebrate International week learning with students:

In Middle School this will take place at the following times (in class):
Gold - Monday 3rd March at 11:15am

Green - Wednesday 5th March at 2pm

Pink - Wednesday 5th March at 2pm

Purple - Wednesday 5th March at 2pm

Silver - Thursday 6th March at 2pm

Lastly for all of our students, parents/carer and staff who are observing the holy month of Ramadan from Friday
28™ February 2025 we wish you a happy Ramadan or 'Ramadan

Mubarak'. DATES FOR THE DIA- Bank Holiday: Mon 5th May
RY (School closed)
Best wishes, ; Half Term: Mon 26th May—
. April 2025 Fri 30th May
Stephen Hehir Easter holiday: Mon 7th
Headteacher Apr—Mon 21st Apt

Term begins: Tue 22nd Apr Term Starts Mon 2nd June

May 2025




Blue Class teacher—Natasha

It is with continued enthusiasm that | serve St Giles School, having joined in June of last year. | am
grateful to be an integral part of this esteemed institution and contribute to the nurturing learn-
ing environment you have cultivated.

My journey to St Giles has been shaped by a diverse professional background and a deep-seated com- ¥
mitment to education. In 2023, | formally qualified as a teacher, graduating from St Mary’s University
with a degree in Primary Education, specialising in Special Educational Needs. Prior to this formal
qualification, | dedicated five years working within educational settings in the UK, gaining valuable
practical experience within the classroom.

Complementing my experience in education, | bring over a decade of professional experience from
the global private sector. My roles in this international environment focused on mentoring, coaching,
and personnel development across various regions. These experiences instilled in me a profound un-
derstanding of individuals in learning and the importance of tailored support to facilitate growth and
achievement. The skills cultivated in these diverse, global settings have proven to be highly transfera-
ble and enriching in my approach to teaching, fostering both an inclusive mindset and deep empathy
for different perspectives.

My professional passion is unequivocally rooted in special education. | firmly believe in the inherent
potential of every child, particularly those with complex learning needs. For me, effective teaching transcends a standardised
curriculum; it necessitates a nuanced understanding of each student's unique learning profile.

Beyond my professional life, | value travel and time spent with my family, pursuits that enrich my perspective and renew my commit-
ment to my vocation. However, my primary dedication is to my students and to fostering their academic and personal growth. | am
honoured to be a part of the St Giles community, working alongside a dedicated team and engaging with your exceptional children. |
look forward to a continued productive and  enriching school year and to building positive relationships with students and families

Cool Café

Once agan it was a great success and we raised £320.00

Dalzell, Simmonds and Christy class were involved this
time. They loved the social aspect especially interacting
with the customers.

They also got a chance to deliver the pre ordered items to

various classes which we named "“Cool runnings™.

Christy Class

Christy Class have been taking part in the reading and writing of poetry over the past half
term and have started looking at "The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe” by C.S.Lewis for
Spring 2.

Inour literacy lessons, we have been listening to a range of poetry read by classroom adults

and poets. The class have enjoyed the humour and facial expressions of Michael Rosen as well . < . L
O
as the funny stories told by Steve Attewell. b IR

»
!

The class focused on a poem called "Awakening Spring” which we practiced reading and repeating [-' s

phrases. We looked at pictures to help us picture what the poem was saying and built a picture i # )=
for what a beautiful spring looks like. 4

After we spent some time looking at our poem, we then practiced describing springtime ourselves \
using describing words (adjectives). We then used these words to build our own phrases to make [ & | @
our own poems. Christy Class wrote beautiful spring poems that they were very proud of! B

Excellent school attendance continues to be a priority for our school community. We ask that if your child/children
are going to be absent from school

that you continue to inform us before 8.00am by ringing the school office or preferably emailing our dedicated
absence address:

absence@st-giles.croydon.sch.uk




NHS news..

Healthcare Transition Pathway

Moving from childrens to adult services can be a difficult time for any parent. Having a child with a disability
can make this process feel even more overwhelming. Our Healthcare Transition pathway is designed to guide
you through this process with as much or as little support as you would like. Our focus is primarily on
transitioning through health services, however as with all areas of supporting CYP with SEND, this inevitably
overlaps between, health, education and social care. The process is individualised to your young person and
family’s needs. This is an opt in service and if you do not wish to have support it is not compulsory.

Behaviour support Pathway

We support children and young people with a diagnosis of Learning Disability, who are registered with a
Croydon GP and display behaviours that challenge at home. Our service is based upon Positive Behaviour
Support and is about providing the right support for a child or young person and their family to help them lead
a meaningful life and learn new skills without unnecessary restrictions. It is not simply about getting rid of
problematic behaviour. We support early intervention through access to our parent workshops on a variety of
subjects relating to behaviour including: sleep, food aversions, physical behaviours, puberty and self-injurious
behaviours. During these workshops families can speak with our specialist practitioners alongside peer
support from other parents. In addition to this our service develops bespoke behaviour support plans for use
at home in collaboration with key stakeholders and if required 1:1 support in the home in order to model the
specific strategies identified for the function of each behaviour with families. The service requires a referral
from a professional - but please get in touch if you require help and support and we can signpost who can
support you with a referral.

Administration of medication in School

. .. . 21 Amoxicillin 500mg Capsule(s)
In order for the nursing team to administer medi- 2

cations in school to your child, we must receive ONE to be taken THREE times each day
the medication with the pharmacy label attached.
This is our authorisation to give the medication Space the doses evenly. Keep taking until the course is finished, uniess you

. . .. . Id .
and without it we cannot administer it. We are now are told ta stop
sending text reminders to you when we require Mr. Feeling Better _22/08/13
further supplies of medications or milk. feeds. or Pharmacy-Xpress Tel: 0121 444 6900 i

. o 151-153 High 5t. Birmingham, B14 7DG J
* *

Blood Tests NEWS

We have a new locum Neurodisability Consultant

supporting St Giles, Dr Morozova. Appointments are
now out for 2025, please contact the nursing team if you
would like your child to have a review.

We can facilitate blood tests
in school for children and
families who may struggle to
get to or be in a hospital '

environment. It also reduces the time your Chl|d

needs to spend out of school due to their health If ¢ o child is in year 9, you will have been contacted
needs. If a professional advises a blood test |}y, "yo school office regarding the booster programme
please contact the nursing team to - organise this. || 1)\, cHS immunisation team— please follow the link on
the email to consent or decline the vaccine

. CROYDON
HEALTH
CHARITY

We are currently being supported by the
CHS charity to provide support packs to
families on our neonatal pathway. If you or |f
a family member are looking to raise
money or take part in a charity event
please look at the website for more details
where there are charity places available
for a number of events.

www.croydonhealthcharity.org.uk

.




Hello,

Please see below for some useful information and tips.
Best wishes,

Hazel

Family Support Worker

Contact website Contact.org.uk - Top financial tips

Use the Benefits Calculator: Parents can check if they're claiming everything, they're entitled to by using our online
calculator - it takes just 10 minutes and can make a huge difference

Try our Grants Search: The online grants tool will show parents what charitable funding they could get towards
specialist equipment, therapies, home adaptations, white goods and even holidays

Get help with household bills: Take a look at the schemes and grants to help families with water, fuel and other
utility bills

Look at our energy saving tips: With disabled families already facing higher energy bills, these practical tips can
help parents cut down on heating, fuel and appliance costs

Apply for help with extra costs: Our website lists several support teams available to help parents
with education, health, and transport and leisure costs

Read our Money Matters guide: Parents will find detailed advice on benefits, vouchers, discounts, loans and other

sources of financial help in our Money Matters guide for England & Wales

Saturday - Waddon Leisure Centre - 9 - 10.30am - High Support - Rebound Therapy, Games and activities 5 - 25
years, £25 per term

This session is for young children and young adults with high needs and support. Rebound therapy is therapeutic exercise
on the trampoline. It helps facilitate movement, promote balance, muscle tone, improve communication, amongst other
things. There will be sports equipment available for children / young adults to play with, supported by our coach and
parents, whilst children are not on the trampoline. Our aim is to develop children's fine and gross motor skills, through use
of the equipment and activities. For children between the age of 5 - 8 years, or who require high support,
parents/carers must stay and support their child.

Changing Places toilet

There is a new Changing Places toilet now open at Beddington Park Pavilion. It's around the right side of the building and
anyone with a RADAR key can use it. The toilet has an adult sized changing bed, rising sink and adult hoist, as well as more
features so more people and families can access the park! You can find the other toilets in Sutton from this

website: - https://www.changing-places.org

Drumming and Disney Drama Workshops

Drumming and Disney Drama Workshops in Oxted Head2Head Sensory Theatre in Oxted is a charity which puts on
multi-sensory inclusive theatre experiences for individuals of all abilities. Amongst their current activities are: Drumming
workshops held monthly on Mondays from 4.15 o 5.15 pm. These are for young people age 11 and older with any drama
workshops for young people age 16 and older with any disability, special educational needs or complex health needs. They
are being held over 5 days during the school holidays, from 7th to 11th April, from 10.00 am to 3.00 pm. The cost is £35
per day, or if you book before 1st March, the cost for all 5 days is £125 (From 1st March the cost for all 5 days is £150).
To find out more about these activities, go to: https://h2hsensorytheatre.com/whats-on-for-families/immersive-
learning experiences/ Head2Head also have free multi-sensory videos available on their YouTube channel. https://
www.youtube.com/@h2hsensorytheatre If you have any questions, email reception@h2hsensorytheatre.com

Carers Information Service update from John Whitgift foundation

Over the past six months or so, Croydon Council has run a procurement process for support fo carers. We very much
wanted to continue o provide the service, but unfortunately our bid was not successful.

The Council has appointed Carers First to deliver adult carer’s assessments and health and wellbeing, with effect from 1st
April.

They are working with Carers First o make the transition as smooth as we can, and I know Carers First will be keen to be
in fouch with you in the weeks ahead, to share more on how they will deliver their services.

They have been very pleased to be able o support carers in Croydon for over 25 years. Whilst we are naturally
disappointed not to have been successful in our bid, we wish Carers First the very best in delivering this important work.
Care and education are the two core charitable aims of John Whitgift Foundation, and while our current focus is on the
transition to the new provider, we are committed to finding an alternative way of providing charitable support to carers in
Croydon.

We will share further information on our website around the transition fo the new provider as soon as we are able to.



https://action.contact.org.uk/s/7797075/2bSlBgxdw
https://action.contact.org.uk/s/7797076/2bSlBgxdw
https://action.contact.org.uk/s/7797077/2bSlBgxdw
https://action.contact.org.uk/s/7797078/2bSlBgxdw
https://www.changing-places.org
https://h2hsensorytheatre.com/whats-on-for-families/immersive-learning
https://h2hsensorytheatre.com/whats-on-for-families/immersive-learning

