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Dear Parents and Carers,

As we approach the end of another vibrant and successful academic year, I want to take this opportunity to
celebrate the many achievements of our school community throughout 2024-2025.

The Autumn Term was packed with energy and excitement, including our much-loved WOW events and a
heartwarming Old Scholars Day where former students returned to inspire and reconnect with us. We finished the
term with our magical Winter Wonderland celebrations, which truly captured the spirit of the season. I would also
like to thank all parents/carers who attended 'Irresistible curriculum’ class based events to see the curriculum in
action and the wonderful progress your son/daughter(s) are making.

Spring Term brought with it innovation and creativity. Our upper students ran their very own 'Cool Café' enterprise
event with professionalism and flair, while all students experienced the unique Colourscape sensory event — learning
through sound, light, and fouch in ways that amazed us all . I+ was also amazing to see students learning about cul-
tures around the world during 'International Week'.

The Summer Term has been no less special, filled with wonderful showcases of learning, local trips full of
exploration, and joyful celebrations such as the Leavers' Prom for our upper students and heartfelt goodbye
parties across departments. It was a wonderful 100th year of St Giles'!

Throughout every term, students across the school have made incredible progress, achieved accreditations, and
engaged in exciting, meaningful learning experiences. I would also like to thank parents/carers attending and
supporting 'parent/carer workshops' throughout the year and our very own 'Friends of St. Giles' School'. It is with
great pleasure to announce that the recent Summer Fair raised over £3300. These funds will go fowards the stu-
dents, their sensory needs and the promotion of school trips.

We are also extremely proud to share that St. Giles' School has been awarded our very own prestigious Nurture
School Award 2025. This award recognises schools that have embedded nurturing principles throughout their set-
ting, creating a positive and supportive environment for all students. Why does this matter? Because a nurturing
school environment leads to improved student engagement, attendance, and behaviour — and supports stronger aca-
demic outcomes. This achievement reflects our commitment to understanding and meeting the social and emotional
needs of every student through the National Nurturing Schools Programme (NNSP), which includes using tools like
the Boxall Profile to assess and respond to those needs with care and insight.

We are also delighted to announce that from September 2025, Stacey McDougall will take on the role of temporary
Head of the Lower Department, following the promotion of Nicole Todd to Assistant Head. As a result, Stacey will
be teaching Indigo class, and we warmly welcome Anjanie Gibbons as the new class teacher for Simmonds class.
There will be opportunities in September to meet these new teachers and help your child transition smoothly into
their new class environment.

A reminder that the Summer Term ends on Tuesday 22nd July 2025 at the normal time.

Autumn Term 2025 begins on Monday 1st September 2025 with two INSET days for staff training on Monday 1st
and Tuesday 2nd September. All students will return to school on Wednesday 3rd September 2025 at the normal
time.

Finally, T would like to express my heartfelt thanks to all of our parents and carers for your ongoing support
throughout the year. It has been a year of celebration, progress, and partnership, and we are truly grateful for the
trust and collaboration you bring to our school community.

Wishing you all a peaceful, safe, and restful summer break.

Warm regards,

Stephen Hehir BﬁrREYS FOR THE

Headteacher - St. Giles' School .
Last day of term — Tues-  First day back for stu-

day 22nd July 2025 at dents — Wednesday 3rd
normal time. September 2025 at normal
time.




Orange Class had an exciting trip to the bowling alley this term. With lots of smiles and enthusiasm,
the children used ramps to knock down the skittles, showing great coordination and teamwork. The
highlight of the day was definitely beating the teachers in a friendly competition! We all had lots of
fun. Well done Orange Class!

The annual prom in the Upper department was a truly unforgettable and emotional evening,
celebrating our incredible leavers. The night began in style, with students arriving on the red
carpet alongside their families, a moment that touched the hearts of everyone. The event was
made even more special with a live DJ, a former student from St Giles', who brought

positive energy and fun to the prom. Seeing the students dressed up, dancing and enjoying the
music alongside friends was deeply moving. There was laughter and heartfelt moments as we
celebrated not just the end of their school years but the memories, growth and friendships
made along the way. It was a night filled with joy, pride and love, a perfect send-off for our
leavers. Heartfelt thanks goes to St Giles’ staff, Tulip nursing staff, volunteers and governors
whose hard work and support made an evening magical and meaningful, a night that our students
will always remember. : —




On the 7th July upper school attended a free concert given by London Mozart Players and several music
students from Croydon schools.

The musicians gave a mesmerising performance consisting of musical works by Delibes, Mozart, The
Beatles as well as St Giles' favourites such as wind the bobbin up and twinkle twinkle little star.

The students engaged our learners throughout with their perfectly pitched expert musical knowledge
and demonstrations of instruments such as the violin, the viola and the cello. They also wowed us with
their opera singing performing a live version of Lakmé - Duo des fleurs - otherwise known as the Flower
Duet.

Our learners were inspired so much that some have enquired how they can pursue individual or group
music lessons in the borough. This newletter gives
details of 2 different groups in Croydon that would
highly encourage St Giles learners to attend.

A big thank you from St Giles to croydon music
arts, London music players and the music students
for such a wonderful morning and we hope you will
visit us again!
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"NEW: JUNIOH ACCESS MUSIC
MAKERS!

9-10am Saturday Mornings
A new class for disabled and neuro-
divergent children in years 3-6
Oasis Academy Shirley Park

The first half term will be free!

We ask that a parent/carer also attends the sessions initially

MO TTC R




The Upper department Leavers' assembly was a special event, celebrating the achievements of our nine wonderful leav-
ers. Each student was presented with an achievement folder, filled with memories and milestones from their time at
school. All leavers also were gifted a book, chosen by the class teams. During assembly, staff shared special memories
that captured their journey through school. It was a beautiful send-off, filled with smiles, pride, joy and plenty of ap-
plause as we wished them all the best for their next steps.

This summer, the Upper, Middle and Lower departments in our school each put on fantastic shows, all
thoughtfully tailored to the talents and interests of the learners.

Every performance was a success, with students shining in the ways that reflected their personalities, in-
terests and abilities. From singing and dancing to creative storytelling, each show was a joyful cele-
bration of the students and staffs hard work.

These special moments brought the whole school together, leaving lasting memories of pride, achieve-
ment and fun.

Jannah in Hawking Class work experience

I was lucky enough o do some work experience with the nursing team and on Reception. I
weighed some children, I helped label milks and checked Emergency bags and also helped to
check blood pressure.

On reception with Maria I helped her with phone calls and I helped with the online register and
learnt how to send a fext message to Staff and Parents. I proudly made a sign for the
stationery cupboard and Maria has now used my design. It was a great opportunity and I

enjoyed both roles. It is great to be given the opportunity to do some work experience at
St Giles'.
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We are an all inclusive IDTA dance company who are looking to build confidence in individuals of all
ages and abilities. Our aim is to prevent loneliness in the community and break down barriers in ac-
cessing activities. We also provide an outlet for SEND children and adults to express themselves

freely. Everybody should have the freedom to show who they are in a friendly and supportive atmos-
phere.

Our Classes!

Get ready to move and groove at our friendly and relaxed dance classes. We offer classes for all mo-
bilities and abilities. Our classes cater for everyone. Come join us and discover the joy of dancing!

We offer SEND dance classes in 3 locations: Croydon, Reigate and Hookwood! We cater for children
from 3 upwards as well as adult classes! All locations are fully accessible throughout.

We offer senior dance classes in Old Coulsdon! No minimum or maximum age limit to our classes-
we adapt our lessons to meet everyones needs!

St Giles— EVERY OTHER SATURDAY-— Ages 3-8 years: 9:00-9:45- Ages 9-16 years: 10:00-10:45
http://adaalldanceabilities.org.uk/

See website for more venues




NHS

Croydon Health Services
NHS Trust

Roald Dahl book

Last year we were able to implement our new pathway for babies and children under the age of 2 with complex disabili-
ties. Recognising how parents may feel at the time when their child is first given a diagnosis we wanted to offer not only
clinical advice but personal support at this time. As part of the offer we were lucky enough to be involved in creating a
childrens book for families of children with disabilities. This was published earlier this term by Roald Dahls marvellous
childrens charity and will be available to all families of children with disabilities through their Roald Dahl nurses around

the country.

%@ ?%%’7@ F'Owers This book was lovingly written by Charlotte Conway
d Melissa Clarke, I (Tulip T ,
Are the Some e Ve o s o

to families sparked its creation alongside
Roald Dahl's Marvellous Children’s Charity.

Roald Dahl's Marvellous Children's Charity

They envisioned a story for parents and their littie ones
-a tender way to share emotions during the early steps
of their journey together.

Through heartfelt poetry and enchanting illustrations,

this book honours the extraordinary families they have
had the privilege of caring for.
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Did you know about the NHS App?
About the NHS App - NHS
Medications sending home and bringing back in the summer

We will be returning medications home at the end of term. With the exception of emergency medications that will not ex-
pire over the summer. Please can you ensure that medications are sent back to school on the first day of term, that they
are in date and have clear prescriptions with administration details included. Your child’s new school care plan for the
next academic year will be sent out to you in the Autumn term via your childs school bag. Please sign and return these
making any changes you feel they require in their health needs summary. (Please note careplans are written to meet
statutory guidelines for IHCP’s and EHCP’s and therefore templates and provision cannot be altered)

If your child is remaining at school for the next academic year we will be sending out paracetamol consent forms prior to
the end of term. Please sign and return these if possible before the summer holidays. Paracetamol consent has to be
updated annually in line with out Trust patient group directive. We are unable to administer paracetamol in September
without an up to date signed consent form.

Do more with

The NHS App gives you a simple and secure the NHS App'
way to access a range of NHS services.
Download the NHS App on your smartphone
or tablet via the Google play or App store. You
can also access the same services in a web
browser by logging in through the NHS web-

& Order repeat prescriptions
(? Use NHS 111 online
© Find NHS services

S Ite @® View your GP health record
¥ Book appointments
& Get reminders and messages
And much more...
You can aso use these services by logging
in through the NHS website
Need help?
Get support in the app or visit
nhs.uk/nelpmeapp
[NHS| ERE
%
App I
& i | B> S
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The team are using text messages to request further supplies of milk feed or medications for your child, when our sup-
plies are low or stock we hold is due to expire. Please could you look out for these messages and provide us with new

supplies as soon as possible.



https://www.nhs.uk/nhs-app/about-the-nhs-app/
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fplay.google.com%2Fstore%2Fapps%2Fdetails%3Fid%3Dcom.nhs.online.nhsonline&data=05%7C02%7Ccatriona.hart%40nhs.net%7C7a7f8affa00541813f7d08dd9f838d52%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C6
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapps.apple.com%2Fus%2Fapp%2Fnhs-app%2Fid1388411277%3Fls%3D1&data=05%7C02%7Ccatriona.hart%40nhs.net%7C7a7f8affa00541813f7d08dd9f838d52%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C63884210953734

Summer 2025 HAF Programme Now Live — Help Us Spread the Word!

We’'re excited to announce that the Summer 2025 Holiday Activities and Food (HAF) programme is
now live — with 55 fantastic providers offering 67 activity clubs across Croydon!

That means thousands of free places available for children and young people eligible for benefits-
related free school meals — complete with exciting activities and a nutritious meal each day.

For this Summer, we need your support to help us reach every child who could benefit from this offer.
Please share this with your networks, families, and anyone who may need a little extra support this
summer.

What’s New for 2025

This Summer, Children can attend up to 16 days of HAF provision across the summer. Schools have
already distributed voucher codes via HolidayActivities, and have helped identify an additional 15% of
children who may need extra support as well.

We've already filled 40% of programme places, and now we’re making a big push to ensure every
space is filled before the holidays begin.

For the first time ever, we have 5 programmes supporting children with SEN to access the pro-
gramme along with all our other providers supporting children with additional needs as well. More in-
formation on the clubs we are working with can be found in our interactive brochure that you will have
received if in receipt of free school meals.

Family Cinema Club at the David Lean Cinema

Family-friendly films at £5 a ticket including:

Thursday 24 July - Lilo & Stitch (live action cut version)
Saturday 26 July - Inside Out 2 (relaxed screening)

Thursday 31 July - Inside Out 2
e Thursday 7 August - Paddington in Peru

e Monday 14 August - The Wild Robot

All showings are at 11am. Book tickets at https://www.davidleancinema.org.uk/listings/.

David Lean Cinema
Katharine St
Croydon

CR9 1ET

Family Hub Fun Day

Come to a free Family Hub Fun Day at Woodlands Family Hub on 30 July, from 10am.

Take part in activities and games for families and children of all ages.

e Wednesday 30 July
® 10amto 11:30am - crafting

® 1pmto2:20pm - games and activities
You do not need to book.

Woodlands

Site of Quest Primary School
Farnborough Avenue

South Croydon

CR2 8HD



https://davidleancinema.ticketsolve.com/ticketbooth/shows/1173665534/events/428717856
https://davidleancinema.ticketsolve.com/ticketbooth/shows/1173665539/events/428717901
https://davidleancinema.ticketsolve.com/ticketbooth/shows/1173665539/events/428717864
https://www.davidleancinema.org.uk/listings/
https://indd.adobe.com/view/eacf4902-8134-4848-affc-5963be91bcfb

